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In Ephesians 5:7 Paul exhorts Christians to not partner with 
unbelievers by adopting their ungodly lifestyle, worldview, and 
habits. The reason? Unbelievers are under God’s wrath (5:6). We 
are different in our status and position before God, so we need to 
be different in how live and who we choose to associate with. 
Christians need to live lives of “separation.” 
 
“Therefore do not become fellow participants with them” 
(Ephesians 5:7) 
 
1. The Motive for Living Separated Lives (5:7a) 
          “Therefore…” 
 
     A. Unbelievers are currently under the umbrella 
         of God’s wrath (5:6) 
 
 
 
     B. Evidence of God’s outpouring of wrath: 
 

 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who 
does not obey the Son shall not see life, (John 3:36) 
 
 “For the wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18) 
 
“The LORD…sustains the fatherless and the widow, but He 
frustrates the ways of the wicked” (Psalm 146:9)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The Mandate to Live Separated Lives (5:7b) 
         “do not become fellow participants with them” 
 
     A. This is a command for all Christians 
 
 
 
     B. The emphasis is on associations with people 
 
 
 
 
Digging Deeper: Study Notes 
“do not”—(mei) This negative particle used with the present 
imperative verb, as in this verse, forbids a continual or habitual act 
 
“Therefore”—(oun) Inferential and transitional conjunction 
denoting that what it introduces is the result of or an inference 
from what proceeds—can be translated as “so then, so, therefore, 
consequently, accordingly, then”; this means that 5:7 cannot be 
understood and applied apart from verse 6…  
 
“be”—(ginesthe) This is the main verb in the sentence. It is from 
the verb ginomai, which means “to become,” not the more 
common verb “to be” which is eimi; therefore this word should 
actually be translated as “become” just as the NASB properly 
does in James 3:1 where the exact same word is used; Hoehner 
says, “It should not be translated as este [from eimi], ‘be’ but 
‘become,’ which indicates the possibility of entering into the 
condition of becoming a fellow participant” (p. 668). Here it is 
present tense, middle voice and an imperative (a command). The 
present tense has an ingressive-progressive force—“to begin and 
continue…” 
 
“partakers”—(sum+metochoi, “partners” NIV) this word occurs 
only here and in 3:6; it means to join in a venture with someone in 
a formal way, casting one’s lot with them—it can be translated as 
“fellow-participant” or “joint-partne,r” both of which accurately 
reflect the compound nature of the word. In 3:6 Paul says that 
believing Jews and Gentiles are now ‘joint-partners’ or ‘fellow-
participants’ in the New Covenant through faith in Christ; their 



common ground for a relationship and fellowship is based on their 
union to Christ. Believers and unbelievers have no such common 
ground; therefore believers should not ‘join forces’ with 
unbelievers in living, religious and spiritual matters. There needs 
to be a practical and formal separation…boundaries; separation, 
not isolation! 
 
“with them”—(autwn) “The pronoun autwn is a genitive of 
association referring not to sins but to the persons (‘sons of 
disobedience’) mentioned in verses 3-6 who are objects of God’s 
wrath” (Hoehner) 
 
 
Scriptural Boundaries: Separation, Not Isolation! 
 
“How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked; nor stand in the path of sinners; nor sit in the seat of 
scoffers” (Psalm 1:1) 
 
“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of 
fools will suffer harm” (Proverbs 13:20) 
 
“It is better to live in a desert land, than with a contentious and 
vexing woman”  
(Proverbs 21:19) 
 
“The prudent sees the evil and hides himself, but the naïve go on 
and are punished for it” 
(Proverbs 22:3) 
 
“Drive out the scoffer, and contention will go out, even strife and 
dishonor will cease” 
(Proverbs 22:10) 
 
“Do not associate with a person given to anger; or with a hot-
tempered man, lest you learn his ways, and find a snare for 
yourself” (Proverbs 22:24) 
 
“Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, for he will despise the 
wisdom of your words” 
(Proverbs 23:9) 

 
“Do not be with heavy drinkers…for the heavy drinker…will come 
to poverty and drowsiness will clothe a man with rags” (Proverbs 
23:20-21) 
 
“Do not be envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them; for 
their minds devise violence, and their lips talk of trouble” 
(Proverbs 24:1-2) 
 
“Do not associate with those who are given to rebellion; for their 
calamity will rise suddenly” (Proverbs 24:21-22) 
 
“a companion of prostitutes squanders his wealth” (Proverbs 29:3) 
 
“He who is a partner with a thief hates his own life” (Proverbs 
29:24) 
 
“A little leaven leavens the whole lump. Clean out the old 
leaven…do not associate with any so-called brother if he should 
be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a 
drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one”  
(1 Corinthians 5:6-7, 11)  
 
“Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership 
have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light 
with darkness? Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what 
has a believer in common with an unbeliever? Or what agreement 
has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the 
living God; just as God said, ‘I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK 
AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL 
BE MY PEOPLE. THEREFORE, COME OUT FROM THEIR 
MIDST AND BE SEPARATE.’ says the Lord. ‘AND DO NOT 
TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; and I will welcome you. And I will  
be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ 
says the Lord Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:14-18) 
 
“Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15 
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